Biodiversity over Time (Deep Time!)
           The x axis needs to be numbered from Present (0) to 550 Millions of Years Ago (Ma) in intervals of 50 million years.  The y axis must be numbered from 0 to 6 Thousands of Genera in intervals of .5.  Make a line graph with the data points, then answer the questions below.  Using a geologic time scale, use a ruler to  put in a line
for each geologic time period.  Be sure to write in the name of the period!
Title: ________________________________________________

                     
Using a red pencil, put an arrow pointing down above every noticeable dip in the

line.  Then color in the graph beneath the line using another color.

1. What do you think the sudden downward drops in the line portray?

2. At 65 Ma, what happened?

3. What is the average number of years between downward drops?

4. What do you think will cause the next downward drop?
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