Name__________________________________________________________
Go to www.RegentsPrep.org
Click on The Living Environment

Click on Human Impact

[image: image1.png]


Answer the following questions:

1) The Earth has ___________________________ resources to support the organisms that live on it.   Increasing human population numbers are putting great pressure on many of these resources and deplete those resources which can not be ___________________________________________.

2) Many different natural processes occur within those ecosystems influencing humans.   Some of these processes include 

a) _____________________________________

b)  _____________________________________

c) _____________________________________

d) _____________________________________

e) _____________________________________

3) Human activities which have harmed ecosystems have resulted in a loss of ______________________________________________ in both living things and the nonliving environment.   Examples of these changes include ______________________________________________________________, ______________________________________________________________, and ______________________________________________________________.    
4) Another way humans have changed ecosystems in a harmful way is by adding or removing ________________________________________________________.   Our ever increasing _______________________________________________has impacted ecosystems negatively as well.   Many environmental risks are associated with our use of __________________________________and _____________________ fuels.

5) Many factors associated with human populations have influenced environmental quality.   These include: 

a) ________________________________________________________.   

b) ________________________________________________________.   

c) ________________________________________________________. 

d) ________________________________________________________.  

6) The activities of humans in the environment are changing many of these natural  processes in a harmful fashion.    Some of these natural processes and a brief description of a human influence on these processes is indicated in the table which follows.
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Human Influence on Some Ecosystem Processes

	Ecosystem Process
	Human Influence

	 
	Agricultural practices have exposed soil to the weather resulting in great loss of topsoil.

	
	The cutting of forests and other human activities have allowed increased uncontrolled runoff leading to increased erosion and flooding.

	
	Untreated sewage wastes and runoff from farms and feedlots have led to increased water pollution. 

	
	Some industries and nuclear plants have added thermal pollution to the environment.   The release of some gases from the burning of fossil fuels may be slowly increasing the Earth's temperature. 
(Greenhouse Effect).

	
	The use of packaging material which does not break down, burning of refuse, and the placing of materials in landfills prevents the return of some useful materials to the environment.


7) Human activities can either deliberately or inadvertently alter the balance of an ecosystem.   This destruction of habitat, whether accidental or intentional, is threatening the stability of the planet's ecosystems.    If these human influences are not addressed, the stability of many ecosystems may be irreversibly affected.   Some of the ways that humans damage and destroy ecosystems are indicated in the table below.

	Some Ways Humans Adversely Influence Ecosystems

	Human Influence
	Effect on Ecosystems

	
	Our increasing numbers are using excessive amounts of the Earth's limited resources.

	
	Industrialized societies are using more resources per person from our planet than people from poor nations.

	
	Often we introduce technology without knowing how it will influence the environment

	
	This has resulted in a large loss of rainforest and the many products associated with its biodiversity.

	
	Land, air, water, and nuclear pollution have had many adverse influences on ecosystems.

	
	These include the addition of Greenhouse gases mostly due to the burning of fossil fuels and depletion of our stratospheric ozone layer.
Other pollutants also have negative effects on living things.
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8) What is Biodiversity?

9) How have human technologies harmed our environment?

10) What are endangered species?

11) What is an exotic species and how can it harm the environment it is placed in?

12) Burning of fossil fuels causes two main problems.  List these problems and explain the consequences for each.

13) How have CFC’s impacted the environment?

14) Nuclear energy use does avoid pollution, but what are some drawbacks to nuclear energy use?
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15) Give 4 examples as to how political or cultural views influence environmental quality.

16) What are 8 ways humans have positively impacted the environment?

