
Up, Down & DownstreamGeography Name ______________________ 

                        Date 
 
__________  Per. _____

Where do rivers flow?   Do most streams and rivers flow 
in the same direction?  Is there a pattern to the directions in which they flow? 

MATERIALS:  Tables below, Maps of the USA and the World, Pencil or pen

PROCEDURE:   

1.  How can you describe the flow direction of streams and rivers?   ________________________

2.  On a map, what does that mean?  _______________________________________________

3.  The table below shows information from the U.S. Geological Survey about the largest rivers in the
world.  Use this data and a map of the world to show the directions in which these rivers flow on the
round chart at the top of the next page.

     Show each river as a line starting at the center of the chart and going in the direction from the source of
each river to its mouth where it flows into an ocean.

     Number each line by the rank of the river.  (The Amazon River will be #1.)

4.  Draw each river below onto the world map provided.
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Flow Directions of Major Rivers
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4. What is the most common general direction of flow 
 for these major rivers of the world?                   _________________________

6. Use the table below and a map to find the flow directions for the major rivers of the United States. 
Plot them with rank numberers on the second diagram above.

7. Draw each of these rivers onto the USA map provided..
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WRAP UP:  

A. What did you discover about the directions in which rivers flow? 
   
     _______________________________________________________________________________________

B.  How do the two patterns (World and USA) compare?  ____________________________________

C.  What did you learn about the flow directions of major rivers?

      ______________________________________________________________________________________

D.  What can you say about your hypotheses (ideas) in questions 1 and 2?

     _______________________________________________________________________________________

E.  What direction is usually at the bottom of a map?   _______________________________________

F.  When we say that rivers flow downhill, does this mean that 
    they flow from the top of the map toward the bottom?                          _______________

G.  What does "downhill" mean?  _______________________________________________________________

STRANGE BUT TRUE:  The Mississippi River flows over 6000 kilometers from its most distant source in
Western Montana to the Gulf of Mexico.  But it actually begins its journey closer to the center of the earth than
where it empties into the sea.  Why does the water flow away from the earth's center?
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