Laboratory Safety

The science lab can be a fun and interesting place, but some of the instruments and chemicals can be dangerous if handled incorrectly.  You must act in a safe, mature manner when working in the lab.  The following rules must be observed at all times when working in the lab.

1. Follow all written or verbal instructions carefully.  If you are not sure what to do, ask the teacher.

2. Know the location and use of all lab safety equipment.

3. Never eat, drink, or chew gum in the science classroom.

4. Never run, push, throw objects, use a pipet as a squirting device, or engage in any kind of horseplay in the lab.

5. Report all accidents or injuries to your teacher immediately.

6. Use the equipment only as directed. Do not attempt to use the equipment in unauthorized ways or perform unauthorized experiments. 

7. Replace equipment where and as you found it. Dispose of used materials as your teacher instructs.

8. Keep your area clean and uncluttered.  Leave the area clean when you are through.

9. Dress appropriately for the lab:

a. Do not wear loose fitting sleeves or bulky outerwear. Tie back long hair.

b. Wear shoes that cover the foot-no sandals.

c. Wear safety goggles

d. Wear a lab apron when working with chemicals or anything hot.

10. Use care whenever working with heat or fire:

a. Never leave a hotplate, flame, or any other hot object unattended.

b. Never reach over an exposed fire.

c. Use tongs or pot holders to handle hot equipment.

d. Never point the mouth of a test tube towards anyone at any time.

e. Set hotplates at the specified temperature, not on the maximum setting.

11. Use care working with chemicals:

a. Never taste or touch substances in the laboratory without specific instructions.

b. Never smell substances without specific instructions. Avoid inhaling fumes.

c. Odiferous chemicals or flammables are always used in the hood with the fan on. 

d. Notify your teacher immediately of any spills.

e. Never mix chemicals in a way that you have not been instructed to do.  Do not place any foreign objects in the chemicals.

12. Use care working with laboratory equipment:

a. Do not use chipped or cracked glassware.

b. Never take equipment apart. Precision equipment can be ruined with tampering.

c. When working with electrical equipment, never touch the equipment with wet hands.  Keep work area around the equipment dry and free of flammable equipment or chemicals.  Never insert metal objects into the power outlets.

d. Do not pick up broken glass with your bare hands. Use a dustpan and brush/broom.

e. Use care in handling any sharp equipment.

Dear Parent or Guardian,

Your child has enrolled in a science class at TMHS. As their teacher, I believe that science is a subject that is best learned in a hands-on manner. The classroom laboratory can be an enjoyable, exciting place to work, however some of the equipment and chemicals used can be dangerous if handled incorrectly.  Science labs must be approached with maturity and respect. Please take the time to go over these rules with them and reinforce the importance of these rules.  Your child will not be allowed to take part in any lab experience in the classroom until this paper is returned with your signature and the students signature, and the student passes a science safety test. These measures are taken for the safety of all my students.

Below is a science safety contract that was developed by the National Science Teachers Association. The students must read the contract and write their names in the first blank, them fill in the date and sign it.  A parent or guardian must sign and date the statement below.

SCIENCE SAFETY CONTRACT

I will:

1. Follow all instructions given by my teacher.

2. Protect my eyes, face, hands and body while conducting laboratory activities.

3. Carry out good housekeeping practices.

4. Know the locations of first-aid and fire-fighting equipment.

5. Conduct myself in a responsible manner at all times in the laboratory.

I, ________________________________________________, have read and agree to abide by the safety regulations as set forth above and also any additional printed instructions provided by my teacher and/ or school district.  I further agree to follow all other written and oral instructions given in class.

__________________________________________________  _____________________

                           Student Signature                                                              Date

Parent or Guardian:

I have gone over the science safety rules with my child and I feel confident that they are familiar with them and will be able to follow them.

                                 Parent/Guardian Signature                                        Date

If you believe that there may be any problems with your child performing labs in their science course or you have any questions regarding my science classes or labs, please feel free to call me at Floyd Dryden Middle School. Thank you for your cooperation and I look forward to an exciting year.

Sincerely,

Mrs. Galau, TMHS Science Teacher 

