Properties of Minerals
Characteristics used in the identification & study of minerals. These are the most common characteristics used when describing minerals.

	
	Colour – this varies depending on the chemicals present and is the least informative in identifying a mineral variety
Streak – It is the color of a mineral when it is powdered.
The streak and color of some minerals are the same. For others, the streak may be quite different from the color.
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	Luster – what the surface looks like in the light.
            greasy / oily,               glassy / vitreous,                  metallic
Hardness – what it can scratch & what scratches it. 
(See the Mohs’ Scale below)
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	Shape of Crystal or Habit – shape mineral would take if it had room to grow in a cavity, not massive – some minerals have a number of different crystal shapes
               Cubic               Hexagonal                   Irregular.
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	Transparency – Transmitting Light Through Minerals.
              Transparent       translucent               opaque
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	Other Properties
Specific Gravity – how heavy it feels.
            light                     heavy                   very heavy

Magnetism, fluorescence, odour, acid test, etc.



	Mohs' Hardness Scale

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10

	Talc
	Gypsum
	Calcite
	Fluorite
	Apatite
	Feldspar
	Quartz
	Topaz
	Corundum
	Diamond


http://www.childrensmuseum.org/geomysteries/cube/mohs_scale_alt.html
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                      MOHS` SCALE (VERY GOOD WEB SITE)
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