"...mythology 1s quite generally supposed to show us the
way the human race thought and felt untold ages ago.
Through it, according to this view, we can retrace the
path from civilized man who lives so far from nature, to
man who lived in close companionship with nature; and
the real interest of the myths 1is that they lead us back to a
time when the world was young and people had a
connection with the earth, with trees and seas and flowers
and hills, unlike anything we ourselves can feel. When
the stories were being shaped, we are given to understand,
little distinction had as yet been made between the real
and the unreal. The imagination was vividly alive and not
checked by reason..."

Edith Hamilton
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"Science, to put its warrants as concisely as possible, i1s
the organized, systematic enterprise 'that gathers
knowledge about the world and condenses the knowledge
into testable laws and principles. The diagnostic features
of science that distinguish it from pseudoscience are first,
repeatability: The same phenomenon 1s sought again,
preferably by independent investigation, and the
interpretation given to it 1s confirmed or discarded by
means of novel analysis and. experimentation. Second,
economy: Scientists attempt to abstract the information
that is both simplest and aesthetically most pleasing - the
combination called elegance - while yielding the largest
amount of information with the least amount of effort.
Third, mensuration: If something can be properly
measured, using  universally  accepted  scales,
generalizations about it are rendered unambiguous.
Fourth, heuristics: The best science stimulates further
discovery, often in unpredictable new directions; and the
new knowledge provides an additional test of the original
principles that led to its discovery. Fifth, and finally,
consilience: The explanations of different phenomena
most likely to survive are those that can be connected and
proved consistent with one another."

Edward O. Wilson
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